Making Slashed Sleeves
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It is very easy to make the velvet sleeves shown on the Tudor teenager.

The lower sleeves are merely a strip of fine cotton which has been pleated in a “Pretty Pleater”.  The pleats were finger pressed down flat.
(Hint: I usually make at least part of the sleeve before the arm is attached to the doll’s body)

The sides have been joined into a tube.  At the wrist and top edge (just above elbow), a gathering thread was run, picking up only the tip of each pleat, and pulled up to fit the wrist and upper arm.  The raw edge at the wrist was covered by a row of very narrow lace glued on.

For the slashed puff:  Either use narrow velvet ribbon or do the the following:  on the wrong side of the velvet fabric, spread a thin layer of Tacky glue.  Allow to dry.  Cut thin strips of velvet and brush off the stray fluff.

Using the pattern below; cut two circles of fabric.  Glue on the velvet ribbon or velvet strips in a “wheel spoke” pattern as indicated.  Don’t bother to glue on “spokes” on the under arm part – it gets too bulky.

Run a gathering thread around the armhole. Pull the circle over the dolls arm so that right sides are together.  Pull tight and fasten off gathering thread.  Run a gathering thread around the outer circle.  Before gathering the sleeve top – attach the arms to the dolls body.  Pull up the gathers to fit the armhole, tucking the raw edges into the sleeve.  Use a tiny ladder stitch to attach the sleeve to the bodice.
Use the point of the needle to pull the undersleeve up between the “slashes”.
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